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Spring 2018

Conservation Through Connection and Conversation

Spring Greetings from VSN! AKi dkawdd earnydbuadjldcdmrtomvatyer she
home on the West Fork of theed&ilckegglodniotds ,a no oduenltiyg h tsetda tteo a |
hear the calls of the newly iamaliwdad Sa ntdrhiiddl Camdc easn iCmtnerd

Geese, amcgReld Bl ackbirds. Thoer gaantie#itaitolrmm k@maoifng col |l ect
snow and the river and pond ficoeusaed @&l |hovw awd yc are | werdk atnag
Trumpeter Swans and a myri adbedt duacrkse ra@ eel eomd ,t rheeg togpre,n and

water. We see the increased spring .
) . As you wil/ read on
activity of the f .
- cess of the Tai-nter
sum, deer, hawks, .
; |l ed Watershed Counci
together in the s
- Fork Watershed Group
tems here. The bi &=
how farmers and | and
dawn chorus has r . .
. coll aborating with t
ing louder and mo :
. to take |l eadership r
morning; and we a . .
. and maintain consery
ward to the first . . .
practices in their s
year! The vall ey
Al do L&opgalode in I n January, at our f
chaptAerSanfd Count shop more than 65 fa
ion April ni ghts community members ga
come warm enough Saturday morning bre
we |l ove to |listen conversation with ag
of the conventdon John Ikerd and far me
. f .t h i al |l i bl
These spring calls and conver oant1|tones %OrCIadthye ﬁpdq Sf'baere
. oup shar e I deas rotect
a yearly reminder that as agr er's rur.a Iandowner and
ve} ues that suppbq t he Ithy co
community members, we are or dJnat to .be ‘a e
. an t'he enV|ronment.. .
connect often with the Iand and water here and | ive in
cooperation with wild placesRlease consider joining in the
. . ne f. the man V'S tewar dshi
In this 2018 issue of Water (hed C{/IGSIOHS, \Ny ce'}I %rate tshe
. planne ffaor thl—%)ye:sﬁle We é&e omag
i mportance of connection andneceod1veorusrati|onu.t aSnNd tohsa{nekd ou
Kickapoo Comwmwerd®dBi,omand we see ayresur—p y
gence in our need to conver sle hampe ctohil a b®praitreg ofni nchse Y ow arl
|l evel to overcome current chyddUrengaersne iSiNo rBo awidt IKCihrmiyqur n
Tom Lukens and |, initiated Téehkee ftiirmea fimnr ar emmaelw eV erss atfi «©
versations with VSN member s,home ht ancdrmismpd rdtngwarad sk onfi tthhe
conservation visionary, Maggwe IJiosnteesn dgredhtlug aerdn ofnr qom geea Bh
. d [ I , bri
VSN has been hosting an annuaar] %Iee m}/ COTQabVoarateson e r
. . . our |nq anod® At l.and,
Meeting since 2001. This Februar&y, than 25 partici -
coaop rathoyve commun|t|esh.
pants gathered for a group cOnVRF SR i%h % strengthen our
cooperation to care for and manxv%éhlghatéh&fd\ﬁ/afgf YRUf heup
Iy @®Braedweblacuti ve Dir
wart es he@@nAn area defined by hills or mountains from
er that is typically part of a | arger river system.
our wat®erpslhaendt s, wil dl i f e, habitat, and soilst o prot

a4
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Letter from the Board Chair

Thanks to all of you for bewomgkahepms tamd tVlaé | pgopl e one m
Stewardshi® Nemwomikty of suppbehepsbdbvivderi deas and motiva
generosity and time have hed prgdemnwsatbhiro mgpmajngct s. I encou
environmental education opptohesmiduitesand camodiodermagupport

children and adults through'&)ut t he area; and. y

not her, of our |n|’tie?tuirves t ha
volunteer efforts have cont.rl%uted substanti.al
is 'the creation of Watershed C

phosphorous and other waters Matt Emslie, discus
'?hrou %out the Tainter Cr-eeld Far me
nei hgorin wat Wat ershed Council h
9 9 involved with in a
Our 4sdrmmagq@di ng wo article. 't is wort
and water qual. that we are also in
education progr stages of beginning
certaiomleyprogr a council composed pr
rooted in our | recreational l and o
mi ssion. -Oanghbng West For k.
workshop series Because it is said
secure further ~ . .
: ficonservation begins
and earned the ' VSN Board President, Tom Lukens and his partner, Pam Saung y p wat e r soht encke slee M eolc a
cooperat _Or s and dersacceptlngtheVerrJonCountyLand&WaterConservatlo.nSubwat ershed effort
sound gUIdance, Departmentds 2018 Conservation L.andownertoaflthset ge%r
become foundat i (AwardfromBen Wojahn, County Conservationist. Congratula—e nviron m? n w
broadening our ¢ tions, Tom and Pam! oOpportunities Thro
. invol vement in | oca
|l andowner consultations &
mapping services Through these con ?U%Vtv?to%rsSh(\aNde counct
'ng. - heéd thertgl&lané(egtloobafllﬁ/ (Gulf o
provide informed assistance or (pralrle e, a]bl.ls me n t
. act | cal ly “(y® e.psmrbg/va&ai]tr haetdl
erosion control/ water qual|.tr¥] bi rd and (PO- l'i'natior a t
. i pl ement “pra tl(ieS that red
enhancement s, rotational grazing &usta|.nab e | and
soi l an r?_utr|ent runoff, and
|l eases and other |l and use matt ers. Landowners receiyv
det ai |l eldayneurletd maps and Iar?r?iarhth é/vshilslear%gcrea5|ng water
throuah the rocepss P AT YR hatb|taFf' are all matt e
9 P ' with through active subwater sh
As Board Chair, | am gratefadngioddr begionwviemg wondé iIVIENyour
its staff, members, voluntelkaerse tamdhelaptners. 1t is a
privilege to be involved Wi'f’hhar%:onszfgra\(iar%ifoonr Oyuécigreascuhp'port
have hel ped plan&andfatmandegd Vksﬁ\l
. environment al challen%es and g
wor kshops and this has |l ed me to new specl es surveys
: conﬁervqt|o qroups are-’more i
and habitat enhancement s thﬁ\t i ke Yo Wwou d not
. . . . Ieasg/ IN OW your support means
ot her wi se have be(:enf|caln<$|diaeysed88 S )
ee ack is always wel c.

Tom LuBemasgd Chai

Congratul ati ons Awhder darwe nser !l eas e d -rteol astlrear ot hatwo/nS N o0
statewi de Water ActiobaVebDuMbeetsrand €&wbardent his year . We

Dr. John Deelcaenievgedl & hWdi sconsin Vol unteer StifEmpmhoyabtegoriyngr
UW Extension and W DNR for his work in coordinating VSN'Ss

Barbara Du¥SKNgd&«WVR Master Naturalist course graduate recei v
ment i n-b@istidz&Monitoring from W DNR for her work with brece
Ansel Br en(nseomanof Shelly) received the 2018 Wiscomased Out s

Moni toring from WI DNR and also the 2018 Youth Conservatio
his work with bat monitoring and bat conservation educatio
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Bringing Back the Prairie

Hi storically, the vegetation on the | andscape in southwest

the vegetation cover at the time of-l1EQ00®) AMercamansasetthaime

Wi sconsiin cwavsered by forest, but instead by tallgrass prai

west of the Kickapoo River (see image: below). Today, ver.y
intact.

. . The tallgrass prairie is a
SWWIVegetatlonCOVEF-mld-18OOS composed of a diverse asse
Vegetation cover is derived from the public land survey of Wisconsin flowers and animals. The c
between 1832 and 1866 by the federal General Land Office. Informaton t he tall grass prairie is |
was digitzed by the University of Wisconsin Madison and published by grasses and fl ower s, wi t h

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. more than 6 feet tall with
reach more than 15 feet be
This abundant forage sust a
eating animals | ike buffal
European settlement, and t
provided the rich soils th
ideal for crop production.
once extended north to sou
Texas, and east to west fr
Nebraska
Tall grass prairie has a di
applications and provides
ecosystem services. By int
prairie into our agricultu
help to improve water qual
biodiversity, providing al
l'ivestock, and i mprove res
No other tool in our conse
such a multitude of applic
We are committed to helpin
integrate native tallgrass
|l ands/ operations. We can a
prairie plantings, and we
on adapting |lowé Ptratieildnis
concept to Wisconsin. Rese
me Rivers & Lakes (Recent)y f ound t hat with just 10 pe
A &VegetationCover S planted to prairie at the
“ [ Vesic Forest , and sediment runoff from t
) Oak Savanna/Forest reduced by o®Berrf8o%ts YINe
> 10m|Ies\ Oak Savanna 3y landowners about prairie s
?‘-:l ~ Prairie or Brush f ongoing in cooperation wit
5@\7\ ~ ® I~ (7Y% % Foundation through funding
Agriculture Research and E
Farmers Partnership for the Upper Mississippi River Basin
I nternational
We are already working with a number of | andowners and wil
days. We also provide prairie planning services for free t
Foundati on. I f you have interest in planting prairie @I eas

restoration.
Dr. John ADeloeamce®y 0gi
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Farmer -led Watershed Councils Begin in the Kickapoo

The Tainter -CedeWaFarsmeed Coun

B
identified their mission as: D
best practices that i mprove Ta
~H as; To gain a better understan
| and subsurface water quality i

watershed and find ways to act
a better understanding of the

and find ways to actively impr
through outreach and educati on
reduce the effects of flood in

This group has been steadily g
December was awardedLad $Wa8t €00
shed Protection Grant from the
Agriculture, Trade, and Consunm
DAT@P grant cycle was highly c¢
applications being submiéeded b

®_ites & Towns groups around the state. This
= Pkl they receive from local partne
bR agencies, will be used to furt
% goals. The grant award also |e
of ficial identity, and account
Far mMeed Watershed Council
The DATCP grant funds wil!/| be
increased adoption of cover cr
testing sites, and to host thr
i 3 G . Juned 2wi | | be the Tainter Cree
Map of the Tainter Creek Watershed. August (TBD), the council wildl
soi l health expert Ray Archul e
For the past 14 months, VSN RB&fsarb®eenv €ansts,i sandngi n nOctthoeber w
development of watershed couRUPlI 50UWaPbrS§R¥ABrcB6UARI PELES.
are groups of landowners thaPUBbmé-together to improve or
preserve the condition-of thehe WatR"8PednEPWBSPOROrk Wat e
regulatory, voluntary, and 'Q?Qrﬁaéé(dé’dgﬁy'?@miﬂ&r@w@@dcﬁﬂé‘rﬁe
focal point of our current efrtorts includes bo the Taint
Creek and West Fork of the Kickap¥atRiEBgMN d@Wneers Qugtsr each
The work in the Tainter Creek Waterg/ISNqn'th@New's!ng
spearheaded by VSN staff Mat}:I ngriseaaHdFWremgFg Bgtrlt\rqglrghi
partnering with Vernon Countg Eand ana Wﬁfier
; . . wardship etwork (VSN)edon ¢
Conservation District (LWCD) . .
demonstratlon sites in the Kic
The Tainter -CedeWaFarskeed Coueraid atdmsivsus /ibti tatl v/ 2GLel el
of approximately 15 meanbtelrisy with averaggegbi
meeting attendance of about %\ONHLQNOpulblrlesrhtedmea.rﬂbearr%icIe or
represent over 4,000 acres ( ?Sﬁop fulngpp 'Qobhcan che
Tainter Creek watershed. Indh}/l[gu? b nﬁova%ancown
anywher e -1f, r0o0n® 4al0cdr e d cadhll® wner 1 s a 3:—.. :
second or third generation fa]‘%rgeﬁlvivﬁ’tc]%rl%eev%rltet()fertl?%rgr%%%
because they are interested iarpttlré?eh%alt\/léN,vgelft?roe,ua?rcllyast
future of the watershed and tRhe peoplg and _wi IAinFe.thgt
. . . ; . esourges an&l B|.od|ver3|tg Con
live within it. They are |nt?:reste in " a o%tln% chang?1 s t
wi || l ead to i mprovements in \fa\l/étmésrscaltjr?gelsart]de l'JaIp'Orta ce o
farming Iandsca@%tsp:}}sﬁiet ity he



http://bit.ly/2Cm9cpH
http://valleystewardshipnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MOSA_Newsletter_Feb_2018_final-web.pdf
http://valleystewardshipnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MOSA_Newsletter_Feb_2018_final-web.pdf
http://valleystewardshipnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MOSA_Newsletter_Feb_2018_final-web.pdf
http://bit.ly/2IE0x6v
http://bit.ly/2GLeleJ
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Water Quality Year in Review

John gave a presentation at ¢bll QOtLl&d Waver &4tplooasphorus s

Vol unt eers Sy mphtbosw uOn te rzteint |Desstdad ic,agh t o t he 90+ samples coll
Af fect LocMdk iDelge sproemsent ati gypaceveWedare collecting and a
volunteer, VSN, and partner edfarwisthotlkcel hecp,ofguaoktuahftyee
and summarize data from WQ seameds ngoamel mmoidef omm conservat
order to help inform regionaprevinderaabasel deei measwur ement
making and to demonstrate poksandoewneus comed Eoowwmervationis
conservation efforts. of their hard wor k.
This year we provi df The results from the
events to area yout ebrate sampling from C
prominently featur have recently finishe
brate sampling and thBy the | ab and are av
di scussion of what BWl MS database. I n Oc
about water qualityg Vol unteers, W DNR, a
local water qualityg hel ped collect 32 mac
conservation opportg samples from tributar
students, someti me @Kickapoo River. We ha
watershed model VF these results, and th
thank Vicki Ramsay § ffel pful addition to o
Y_OUth 'n't'at've_H" classify subwatershed
Virogqua, for thel_r °Mfeir water qguality.
our youth educati these sampling |l ocati
We kicked off the ; Bt wears to strengthen o
water quality tra. = 8 because an extreme ra
worked together wit e S ‘ September of 2016 may
Stewardship Project” g i mpacted the macroinyv
promotion, and Meg .JohnDelaneyandYIHSvolunteersmstruct communities that wer e
John Delaney - VSN) 4th grader students in sampling macroinverte- [ €cover by the Octobe
instructors for t h e brates (stream bugs) to measure water quality t
|l earned t-WWatkevAalktil theann(ualS|d|eI-?ol?owConservatlonD?:lyty Fn December, VSN and
annual volunteer appr
Vol unteers protocol L at 1 1ITLvi Uuuco
measures of water temperature cl.aritto thank the many vol
wor K in o%r’ g| . Fo rest Jah
oxygen, stream flow, and macr0|nverte.rat comm |t
presentatlons, SOdMER S ®Was a
This year we gomntmigned fourt o morcod |warti dtoyft adf water related
phosphorus data from subwatewbbelas weohl act dbe Wact&mapgwal it
River watershed. This year vphsthteers and VSN staff have
Dr. John Waelean®wal ity Progr

WATERSHED MOMENT

First steps have been taken
fiWat er shed Neidgmlmbdrdse nGridwp co
conservation concerns and in_
fol ks with running water th
bet ween Bl oomingdal e and Li
a Sunday afternoon | ast Fal
we were | imited to 220 invi
Next time, we wil/ invite a
owner s. I n our surveys, 15
form a Watershed Council; a
topics, which we can now f o
flooding/erosion control, f
no-game habdtakeejfeyou post e



VALLEY

Spring & Summer 2018
— NETWORK — Free Stewardship\Workshops

o

April 28 - Session A Water Quality Monitoring Training

10 am - 3 pm .
Landowners and community members are enc

West Fork Sportsmans Club . . . . . .

Viroqua, Wi this unique citizen science opportunity.
an hour each month from May to October!
clude: stream ecology, water quality mea

May 5 - Session B ment, macroinvertebrate diversity, and d

10 am - 3 pm wi || be |l oaned to interested volunteers.

Mother Earth Green Center them, a pencil, and clipboard. Snacks an:

Steuben, WI
Oak Ecology & Bird Habitat Workshop

May 12 May 12 will be a special day& at dffagei el dr

9am - 12 pm forest management, especially oak regene

41425 Spring Valley Lane birds. The arrival of |l ong distance migr

Blue River, WI and forest experts as well as a very sp
studies the first |l and surveyors written
the | andscaoppeniTrhg se xepyeer i ence will broade
what can be done to restore the |l and to
Tainter Creek Faw metrr €aom nzd

June 2 Bring the whole family for &owomedebiyul he

9am -2 pm Tainter Cr-bed WatmeshegeCbantibm around

50324 County Rd B wi | | be on hand to discuss efforts to co

Soldiers Grove, WI tersheds, including plans for restoratio

about Tai®d®térs@Breeksect s, and water qual
tions demonst a : ; . ctic
farming pr ac (SRS : . protect
spin rods [ '

ties for




Prairie STRIPS and Conservation Ease

August 17 Planting native tallgrass prairie as a &
10 am-12 pm, with lunch to follow multiple services from i mproving water o
VanDyke Farm resources for pollinators, birds, and ot
Viroqua, WI Uni ved sptygirie STRIPS project has demons
significantly reduce sediment and nutri e
infiltration. Come visit a working farm
buffer. This farm is also in the final s
ment with Mississippi Valley Conservancy
tect and conserve your | and i At epremm preatiunitt
nance of conservation practices |ike pra

conservation practice of prairie STRIPS
tion easements.

Landscaping with Native Plants to At

Butterflies
August 25 This workshop will teach you how to attr
10 am-2 pm yard, business, or rural home with nati v
Mcintosh Memorial Library plant species benefit wildlife and the g
Viroqua with native plants, garden design, avoi ¢
tain your sites. I n&lonaeisveéoplranmfsthands

Other workshopsteeigy platieddnalde:

Graazgitmligontooe BRPrlioimalt end Bipardlivvee fsragt yptiamsd Expand Your For a
Fii:le D wDlalyay wicltuhetaRayionAlry cthrwilviect! @ojl ENbait i onal |y Renowned So
Tanitn tUerck FCmeedCom@ErmEn p Day

Teolind tirthed intr
http1//palleystevs



http://valleystewardshipnetwork.org/solutions/workshops/
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Maggie Jones: A Conservation Inspiration

Sitting down with Maggie Jones to talk about her conserva
passions is energizing. &t own, in fact, enough to kick on
stewardship efforts into a higher energy orbit. This was
Shelly Brenneman and me when the three of us sat down for
She and her husband, David Linton, have | ong benefitted b
from numer ous -waircecea eamwui rsammend al organi zati on

educational efforts and t ey | ®&rae niedpl ementi ng what they
over the years throughout their 240 | argely forested acre
Crawford County. Shelly and | came prepared with a set of
to prompt the discussions and Maggie came with some notes
conversation had wings right from the start and lunch fl e
When we asked about what the most critical |l ocal conserva
i ssues might be, Maggi e put forest and forest management
of hefOulri $brests are being fragmented over time and this
reduces their health in many ways. Larger forests are coo
more insect |ife, have | ess human disturbance, and all th
possible for rare | ong distance migrant forest interior b
succesogShel byg picture in a nutshell is that increasing si
decreasing forest edges adds greatly to the richness of o
We have a valuable window into the | andscape prior to Eur
settl ement, which brought dramatic changes to the | andsca
early ssurrveecyoorrds available ®nline. Maggie and David
property, and the surrounding properties were mixed hardw
forest. Other parts of the Driftless Area had different t
habitat. For example, west of the Kickapoo River, fire wa
more of an i mportant part of the forest ecosystem, thus o
there more than shade tolerant species. Now, mapl es and o
shade tolerant species of trees are moving into these are
of fire suppression. To have a guide for your thinking on
management goals, find out what your | and |l ooked I|ike in
180s0y pi sconsin earadiyntloanydo usrurfvaevyosr i t e search engi d, and
have township and range &ilnfsieeanatth eo na chtanadly haanndd wroiut t en ac c «
l and or very close by. This is fascinating and usef ul hi s
Maggi e explained that there were many hard truths she had
exampl e, she had originatalcyr et-lcecargnht i ef d coover &ai nge abé&Dor e
friendly retired DNR professionals to |l ook at the origina
ecol ogical context theirBprcapeetypfi sheupresthygyeaopaerndahg
species the most ecologically sound decision was to make
increase populations of these forest species. A prairie h
species which need very |l arge unbroken traechsegtiemhtalnyg, two
on the first phase of forest expansion by broadcast sowin
More tree planting is planned over ti me.

Maggie feels if | andowners unders@Ganbdabnbgkenaréehhaog mbga
fast as they are disappearing, for many reasons; primaril
owr¢compete them for sun, and&thbheowgséngpopulyaued ode&r skeedd.i
their growth



